
A Survival 
Guide for 
Blended 
Famil ies

SCOTT AND LEAH SILVERII
FAITHFUL MARRIAGE BLENDED FAMILY



Copyright 2017 by Scott and Leah Silverii 

All rights reserved. No part of this ebook may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or 
by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying and recording, or by any 
information storage and retrieval system, without permission in writing from the authors. 
Unless you sing our praises or share this with someone in need.

A Survival Guide for Blended Families

Acknowledgements



Introduction
Two people fell in love...

Then what? 

If you're remarried and have children from a 
previous marriage, then you know it's not as easy 
as two people falling in love and getting married.  

In fact, it can be pretty complicated. He's got kids, 
she's got kids, he's got an ex, she's got an ex, and 
all of a sudden, you're thrown into two custody 
schedules, holidays, and new extended family.  

And this is before you get into subjects like 
combining households, finding a place to live for 
your new family, careers, and blending money. It's 
no wonder second marriages have a divorce rate 
of 63%!  



Don't be discouraged! 

You can have a Godly and successful second marriage. 
You can leave a legacy for you children's children, so they 
know what a good example of marriage should look like. 

 “A good man leaves an 
inheritance to his 

children’s children.” 
Proverbs 13:22

This verse is not limited to wealth or riches. An 
inheritance can also mean things like integrity, 
Godliness, trustworthiness, and marriage.  

If you come from generations of divorces, it's time to 
take a stand, and be the starting point of a Godly 
marriage for future generations. 



Scott & Leah's Story
Scott and Leah met at a conference and sparks 
flew. They promised to keep in touch, and they 
did over the next several months.  

As Scott and Leah got to know each other, they 
talked of their past, present, and future, including 
their children. The flutters turned into a deeper 
love, and they started discussing plans for the 
future. It was time to bring in the kids.  

Scott brought three boys to the marriage, and 
Leah brought two girls and two boys. If you're 
counting, that's a combined total of seven kids. 
The oldest two were adults, but that still left five 
children under roof, ranging from age three to 
ten.  



Scott had a special needs son with Down 
syndrome, and he worried about how he would do 
with the other kids. Leah worried how her 
children, who were still grieving over the divorce, 
would handle a new father figure in their life.   

There were definitely bumps along the way. The 
baby of the family was scared to death of Scott's 
intimidating presence, and was never far from 
tears or making himself sick with worry.  

Scott's son with DS wasn't used to being in the 
mix of other kids. There was an adjustment period 
where he had to learn new behaviors. It was an 
adjustment period for everyone. And there were 
days Scott and Leah both wanted to cry in 
frustration and heart break over seeing the kids 
struggle.  

And then Scott and Leah got married!  



There was no magic switch that flipped the second they 
said their "I Do's." Those words legally made them a 
family, but it takes a bit more than that to make it feel like 
a family.  

Scott and Leah learned something valuable during the 
first couple of years. The harder they worked on their 
marriage and the more of a unit they became, the bigger 
the change in their family dynamic.  

Kids watch. They learn. And they imitate.  

You're going to make mistakes. Everyone does. But if you 
put Christ first in your marriage, and then make your 
marriage a priority (even above the kids!), and then place 
your kids third in the spiritual hierarchy, you'll achieve 
success for your blended family.  

I know it's hard to not put your kids first, especially after 
they've been through so much after a divorce. But your 
marriage must come first. That's God's design.  



Things To Consider
Where are you going to live? His house or her 
house? Or neither?
Are you comfortable living in a house where 
the ex once lived? 
If you're blending families, does your home 
accommodate everyone?
What church will you go to as a family?
Will you live in a central location to get all kids 
to their other parents for custody swaps?
Will you live far enough away from exes to give 
your new marriage space and time to bloom 
without drama?
Do one of you need to relocate to combine 
households?
Do one of you need to switch careers?
What about insurance?



Have you talked about finances and any debt? 
That includes disclosing things like alimony and 
child support. 
Have you talked about making your marriage 
the priority?
Have you talked about discipline and presenting 
a united front in front of the kids? (Again, this is 
a tough topic. Your kids will see weakness in 
your marriage and take advantage of it. Stand 
firm with your spouse, no matter what).
Do you have an estate planner? It gets really 
confusing if you don't have plans in place in the 
event of your death.   
Do you want to have more children together?



A r e  Y o u  A l l  I n ?

Become a unit. Make sacrifices where necessary. 
Your marriage is the priority. Not the kids. The kids 
will prosper if your marriage prospers. 
Combine income and bank accounts (no secrets or 
hidden accounts)
Find a church family together
Pray together, and make sure your children see you 
pray. 

There's no halfway in a blended family. You have to be 
all in. You have to have each other's backs 100%. 
Children, as sweet as they may be, will instinctively 
search for weaknesses and can manipulate situations to 
their advantage. This will cause problems in your 
marriage. Be aware!



H o t  B u t t o n  T o p i c s
Trying to head off problems at the pass is essential for 

blended families. It's important to think ahead to potential 

pitfalls, and discuss how you're going to handle certain 

issues. 

Kids- discipline, chores, school work 

etc.  

Money- No secrets! And no 

separation. If you're married, then 

your money is too. 

Expectations- you both have a role in 

marriage

Sex-make time for it and get a lock 

on the door! Don't put off sexual 

intimacy because you're afraid your 

kids are uncomfortable or you're 

uncomfortable.  

Exes- No drama! Separate yourself 

and your new family. Only contact on 

a "need to" basis.  

Time Alone Together-Make it Happen 



Conclusion
Hopefully this book has given you some ideas for 
an action plan for your new family. We highly 
suggest you and your spouse have weekly 
calendar meetings (this is also a great way to 
connect!). 

Decide who's going to pick up who or which kid 
has to be where. And work together as a team. 
Don't feel like you're putting your spouse out 
because you're asking them to drop off "your" 
kid. Start using the word "our" and mean it. The 
kids are both of your responsibilities, no matter 
which of you is the biological parent.  

We also can't stress enough how important it is 
to go to church and to pray as a family. 
Remember, you're leaving them a legacy. Make it 
one that will impact generations.  



Please stay in touch. You can email us at 
thefaithfulblendedfamily@gmail.com, or connect with us on social media.  

https://www.facebook.com/FaithfulMarriages/?ref=br_rs
https://twitter.com/FaithFilledFam
https://www.instagram.com/faithfulmarriageblendedfamily/?hl=en
https://www.faithful.live/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCElJSpMJGJPcuZYIXXeUD_g

